	Texas Geography

	1. Geography
	The study of physical features of the earth and its atmosphere including humans and their interaction with the land. 

	2. Hemisphere
	A half of earth, usually divided into northern and southern halves by the equator, or into western and eastern halves by the prime meridian

	3. Equator
	An imaginary line that divides the earth into the northern and southern hemispheres. This is found in the center of world map at 0 degrees latitude.

	4. Prime Meridian
	An imaginary line that divides the earth into eastern and western hemispheres at 0 degrees longitude.

	5. Map Distortion
	A disproportionate representation of earth’s  surface to preserve shape, area, distance, or direction.

	6. Map Projection
	A method for representing part of the surface of the earth or a celestial sphere on a plane surface.

	7. Map Orientation
	The directionality of a map

	8. Compass Rose
	Symbol which shows all directions on a map

	9. Cardinal Directions
	North, South, East, West

	10. Intermediate Direc.
	Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, Southwest

	11. Map Scale
	The relationship between distance on the map and distance on the ground. 

	12. Global Grid
	The use of both parallels for location on earth made up of latitude and longitude. 

	13. Latitude
	Parallels or lines on a globe that run east-west but measure distance north-south

	14. Longitude
	Meridians or lines on a globe that run north-south but measure east-west

	15. Absolute Location
	Describes the location of place based on a fixed point on earth by using coordinates such as latitude and longitude or exact address.

	16. Relative Location
	Refers to the position of a place with respect to other locations. 

	17. Basin
	A hollow or depression in Earth’s surface with no outlet for water; resembles a bowl.

	18. Arid
	Having little or no rain; too dry to support vegetation

	19. Elevation
	Height about sea level; altitude

	20. Aquifers
	Underground layer of rock that contains or transmit groundwater

	21. Buttes
	An isolated hill with steep sides and a flat top; smaller than mesas

	22. Mesas
	A land formation less extensive than a plateau, having steep walls and a relatively flat top, common in arid places.

	23. Plateaus
	A high plain with flat terrain that is raised above surrounding area

	24. Plains
	A large area of flat land with few trees; grassland

	25. Tributaries
	A river or stream flowing into a larger river

	26. Renewable Resources
	A resource which can be used repeatedly and replaced naturally

	27. Non-renewable resources
	A resource that cannot be readily placed naturally such as fossil fuels like oil or natural gas.

	28. Climate
	The weather conditions prevailing in an area in general or over a long period.

	29. Landforms
	A natural feature of the earth’s surface

	30. Region
	An area or division having similar and definable characteristics 


